[Ultra-structural study of the lateral portion of the auditory sensorial organ using a decalcification-free method].
To explain the development of a new personal technique to study the spiral ligament and stria vascularis in Guinea pig cochleae by obtaining sample tissue without decalcification and to assess its validity for electron microscopy analysis. Samples were taken from five female Guinea pigs weighing 200-250 g and were fixed in glutaraldehyde and paraformaldehyde for analysis of the spiral ligament and stria vascularis ultrastructure by transmission electron microscopy. All of the ultrastructure components in the spiral ligament and stria vascularis could be examined without the need for decalcification. Our method to obtain and analyze samples of cochlea side wall is valid, easy and faster.